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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 2 and 4-18 . 

3. 3 The drawings filed on 27 February 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) 3 All b)DSome* c)DNone of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 2, and 4-18 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
fails to disclose or suggest the methods of independent claims 2 & 4 which include, 
among other features, the steps of generating, grouping the codewords according to a 
predetermined run length condition(s), and allocating the codewords in a code stream 
such that a codeword for the source word controls suppression of DC components of 
the code stream. The prior art also does not disclose or suggest the method of 
independent claim 14 which includes the step of arranging the codewords disposed 
adjacent to each other to have different opposite polarities from each other, wherein the 
different opposite polarities represent one of an odd number and an even number of Is 
in each codeword. And for claim 15, none of the prior art teaches/suggests a method in 
a run length limited coding system including, among other recited steps, a step of 
allocating the selected one of the codewords of the first group into the second code 
group to be arranged and connected to a codeword of the second code group having 
different INV polarity from the selected one of the codewords of the first code group. 
Because of the reasons above, the pending claims are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

Contact Information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1809. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Michael J Tokar can be reached on 571-272-1812. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent E*arn'r' er 
Technology Center 2800 





